
West Vincent: Carys Egan's garden

Carys Egan of 1900-1912 Old Kimberton Rd. is a member of the West Vincent Township 
Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) as well as the affiliated Garden Club. Inspired by the 
EAC's Pollinator Pitstop initiative, she planned and planted her large pollinator garden in 

consultation with other EAC members, friends, 
and neighbors.

The sod was cut in early spring by neighbor 
and fellow EAC associate member Sarah 
Taylor. Carys and her husband planted the 
garden in mid-June (on some of the hottest 
days of spring!) It is still filling out and 
becoming established. Plants were placed 
based on height with the largest specimens in 
the center, roughly ringed by plants in 

decreasing order of height.

It is understood that these plants will likely meander from year to year, and the pollinator 
garden will gradually take on more of a meadow look. The garden was mulched for its first 
summer to prevent grass and weeds from overtaking the baby plants. Going forward, the 
hope is that mulch can be avoided.

Three flats of pollinator plugs (75 plugs
each) were ordered from North Creek
Nursery:

Butterfly milkweed (Ascelpias
tuberosa; mysteriously, some of these
butterfly milkweed plugs - esp. the
front row - have disappeared).

Echinacea "Ruby Star"

Ornamental golden rod (Solidago
odora)

These small plugs were augmented with larger native pollinator plants from Colonial Gardens:

Various Blanket flowers (Gaillardia grandiflora) as a long blooming, low lying border 
plant

2 Little Bluestem native grasses (Schizachyrium scoparium) to anchor both front 
corners

2 Silphium for the back corners of the garden bed (transplanted from a friend)

4 Joe Pye Weed (Eupatorium purpureum)



5 Bee Balm (Monarda hybrid)

6 Hummingbird Mint/Hyssop (Agastache hybrid)

6 Mountain Mint (Pycnanthemum tenuifolium)

6 Swamp Milk Weed (Asclepias incarnata)

1 large branching Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia laciniata) as a centerpiece (This plant 
will eventually grow to over 12 feet with a 5-foot radius.)

Because this garden is located along Old Kimberton Rd. — a favorite scenic road for walkers 
and cyclists — pains were also taken to ensure it is visually appealing. The hope is to inspire 
others to plant more native pollinator plants. The gardener's two teenage sons dug up field 
stones to ring the garden bed. An orange butterfly bench (ordered from Kirkland) with slate 
stepping stones was placed in the center. It is overlooked by a large wind spinner (from 
Costco). An antique plow and milk jug-turned plant stand were pulled out of the barn and are 
now featured on either side of the garden. Two Russian Sage (Salvia yangii) frame the 
butterfly bench. Although Russian sage is obviously not native, the pollinator specialist at 
Colonial Gardens assures that it is one of the best flowers for bees and other local pollinators.

The garden is surrounded by other young native bushes and trees in an effort to transform the
large "green concrete" lawn of a recently acquired rental property into more environmentally 
beneficial habitat. These additional native plantings include the following:

American sycamore sapling (Platanus 
occidentalis)

Red buckeye bush (Aesculus pavia)

Spice bushes (Lindera benzoin)

Eastern red bud saplings (Cercis 
canadensis)

Black gum saplings (Nyssa sylvatica)

Several male and female Winterberry bushes
(Ilex verticillata)

White oak sapling (Quercus alba)

Swamp oak sapling (Quercus bicolor)

Black Cherry sapling (Prunus serotina) - to replace an aging black cherry that may be 
coming down in the near future.

Tulip tree saplings (Lirodendron)


