
West Chester: 4 other WCGT-associated gardens

Here are descriptions of four projects carried out recently by the Green Team. Other plantings 
will be forthcoming in our quest to beautify urban surroundings while benefiting insects that 
pollinate flowering plants, as well as birds that eat seeds and insects.

Chester County History Center

In 2021 Christiane Torres replanted the 
hellstrip, asking CCHC members and others 
for donations in order to raise the necessary 
funds to purchase and plant native 
wildflowers and ornamental grasses to 
continue to attract pollinators. In addition, 
bulbs were planted for spring bloom. Use of 
salt on the street and icy sidewalks in winter 
were concerns here, as was vandalism, so 
damaged plants and trees had to be 
replaced and many new plants were added. 
Mulching of this area was—and is--a must!

103 S. High St.

The owner of this property contacted the Green
Team for help with the hellstrip you see here in
order to increase the visual appeal of the property
as well as promote use of native plants. Because
the property has a more formal look, it was decided
to use mainly shrubs such as Clethra
(Summersweet) and Native bush honeysuckle
rather than wildflowers. A few flowering plants
were used at the end of the strip. Photo: planting
the W. Miner Street side of this corner property,

323 W. Biddle

This property has
a long hellstrip that was once choked with weeds. It is now 
beautifully planted with pollinator-friendly flowers and plants. 
Because neighbors and visitors must park along the street, the 
owners have added flagstones at intervals so that those 
entering or exiting their vehicles have a place to step without 
damaging the plantings. The strip is mulched with wood chips 
available free from www.chipdrop.com.

http://www.chipdrop.com/


Veterans Memorial Park, 315 Veit
Alley

In planting this park, the challenge was
children at play! Flowering pollinator-
friendly plants such as Bee Balm and
ornamental grasses were used, but our
gardeners have decided that future
plantings—and more plants are needed
—need to be kept to shorter varieties,
not only to survive playing children, but
also to not obstruct the view for
motorists driving by the park. 


