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Mission: The West Chester Green Team is a civic organization in West Chester, PA, that works to
educate the local public and to establish and nourish green initiatives in the community in harmony
with nature and each other, promoting the health of all living things and of planet Earth.
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WCGT Calendar of Upcoming Events
When – What – Where.
September 10 at 9 am: Green Team gardening work session. Come help
with maintenance of our various gardens around town. Meet at the Chestnut
St. parking garage.
September 20 at 7 pm: Chester County Climate: Plans and
Progress. Panel including Josh Maxwell, Chester County Commissioner.
See Chester County Climate illustration on page 3 for more details.
September 22: First day of autumn
September 27 at 7 pm: WCGT Board meeting at the home of Margaret and Jim Hudgings, 409 W
Union St.

Related groups and committees:

4th Monday of every month: East Bradford Environmental Advisory Council (EAC), 7 –
8:30pm, East Bradford Township Bldg, 676 Copeland School Rd.
4th Monday of every month: East Goshen Sustainability Advisory Committee, 7 –
8:30pm, East Goshen Township Bldg, 1580 Paoli Pike
4th Tuesday of every month: West Goshen Sustainability Advisory Committee, 6 – 8 pm,
West Goshen Township Bldg., 1025 Paoli Pike
4th Tuesday of every month: Westtown Environmental Advisory Council, 7 – 8:30pm,
Westtown Township Bldg., 1039 Wilmington Pike (Rt. 202)
4th Thursday of every month: West Chester Sustainability Advisory Committee, 6:30 – 8
pm, Room 240, Borough Hall, E. Gay St.

Be sure to visit our Web site at https://wcgreenteam.com/ and our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/WCGTeam/ (all are welcome to post environment- and
sustainability-related items there). If you wish to support our work, please donate
here: https://wcgreenteam.com/contact-2/

NOTE: Deadline for the October issue is September 30! We welcome
contributions and suggestions from our readers for possible inclusion in a future
issue. E-mail your ideas to Dianne Walsh at LDwalsh318@gmail.com.
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This and That:
More Coming Attractions:
October 1 & 2 from 10 am to 4 pm: Chester County
Clean Energy Tour organized by Chester County
Ready for 100. Virtual. See
https://chescoplanning.org/News/2022/0713SolarTour.cfm for more information.
October 18 at 7 pm: Drew Anderson. WCU
Professor and Fox News meteorologist. On
Plastics. Introduction by Jonathan Sprout, Quaker
educator
November 15 at 7 pm: Water in our Town-- Prof
Megan Fork and student researchers. First
annual Philip Jamison Art and Nature Award
presentation.
December 13 at 5 pm: Celebrating a Green
Holiday--Prof. Ashlie Delshad and Prof. Megan
Schraedley. Come and enjoy some holiday spirit
and make an item to take home. More details
coming soon!

Benefits of Worm Castings for Indoor Plants
From Food Gardening Network
Let’s talk about poop! Yes, worm castings = worm poop. Like many other kinds
of animal manure, they are good for your plants. They provide rich nutrients
and healthy bacteria for vegetation and can be the secret superfood to help
your indoor plants thrive. Click the following link to view an article that
discusses five benefits of worm castings for indoor plants and how to buy or
make your own worm composter.
https://foodgardening.mequoda.com/daily/soil-fertilizer/benefits-of-worm-castings-for-indoorplants/
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What’s Going on in Nottingham (UK)?
Transport, energy use, waste management and
housing here will all be transformed in a bid to hit zero
emissions by 2028 – a full 22 years before the UK
government’s country-wide target. Part of this is the
WiCET project: Wireless Charging of Electric Taxis. A
total of nine charging pads will be installed, with four
already in place. See https://wicet.co.uk/ for the
details.
Shown in the photo: Four wireless charging ground pads
for taxis have been installed in the road so far, and the final
adjustments are being made to the Living Object Protection
(LOP) pillars.

Dark Skies Events
Marc Gagné will be hosting events
promoting Dark Skies and the Webb
Telescope at the West Chester
University Mather Planetarium on these
dates:
Earth and Space Sciences Seminar:
Thursday, September 8 at 4 PM
Public Show: Friday, September 9 at 7 PM
WCU Family Weekend: Saturday, September 24 at 10 AM
WCU Homecoming: Friday, October 7 at 6 PM
WCU Sustainability Council Seminar: Wednesday, <date TBA> at 12 PM
The planetarium is located at 750 S. Church St., West Chester. Walk in from S. Church St.
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Arts Award Winner Announced
It is with pleasure that the Arts Awards
Committee of the West Chester Green Team
announces that the winner of the first annual
Philip Jamison Art and Nature award is West
Chester artist Beth Clark.
This award is presented to a Chester County
artist who, like Philip Jamison, prominently
portrays art and nature in their work. Philip
Jamison was a special friend of the Green
Team, donating art to our annual auction to support our local environmental work.
The committee was impressed with Beth’s
sensitive portrayal of nature as exemplified in her
paintings of milkweed and trees. Her work was
observed at this spring's studio tour, and in her
online gallery. We wish to both congratulate and
thank her for her work illustrating the beauty of
nature in Chester County.
The Philip Jamison Art and Nature award will be
presented on Tuesday evening, November 15 at
the new engineering building on the campus of
West Chester University at 7 pm in a 300-seat
auditorium, room SECC108. Beth’s art will be on
display in the lobby. Please use the parking
garage at S. New & Nields St., or park on
Sharpless or S. Church St. if spots are available.
All are welcome to attend the awards ceremony
and the following program on water issues in
Chester County.

HELP! We Need Baskets!!
Our Seasons Greenings online auction will be here before you
know it and we need baskets to package our donated items. If
you have some baskets (or larger, heavy cardboard gift
boxes) to spare, consider letting us take them off your hands.
Contact Margaret (mhudgings@gmail.com) or Dianne
(Ldwalsh318@gmail.com) if you can help.
Pssst: This year the auction will run from November 24
through December 4. Look for more details coming soon.
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Chester County Grows: An
Evening at the History Center
On Saturday, August 27, the Green Team hosted a
special dinner and presentation at the Chester County
History Center. Boxed sandwiches were catered by
Mae’s Restaurant, the Master’s Baker provided a
special cake decorated with native wildflowers, and
D’Ascenzo’s donated yummy peach and mocha
gelatos.
Courtney Finneran started off the presentations by
speaking on Doug Tallamy’s concept of
Homegrown National Parks. This was
followed by presentations from
representatives from Bondsville Mill Park
and West Vincent Township.
We want to thank everyone who came out
for the event, the businesses who donated,
the artists who displayed their work on the
patio (Denise Vitollo, Suzanne Kent, Steve
Marvin, and Deb Hodies), and we particularly
want to thank the History Center and a WCGT
supporter for their donation of the auditorium.
You may not be aware that the Chester County
History Center is currently in financial straits and
needs help from all of us to survive.
Please, please, PLEASE consider making a donation,
purchasing a membership, or attending one of their
special events or exhibits. Better yet, do all of these if
you can. The History Center is one of Chester
County’s jewels. We can’t afford to lose it.
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Bondsville and Butterflies and . . .
On Saturday, August 20, a delegation from the
WCGT visited Bondsville and took a tour hosted
by volunteers Beth Watts and Sandy Moser. The
mill on Beaver Creek in East Brandywine Twp
north of Downingtown was one of five mills on the
creek in the 1800's. Amazingly, this one
transitioned from water to steam to electricity and
continued in operation through the 1950's. A local
group formed to save Bondsville Mill after it closed
and fell into ruin.
We were so impressed with the number of
volunteers working at the site: driving earthmoving equipment and spreading dump
truck loads of soil in the new garden area, staffing
the library which houses 600 donated books,
clearing trails, gardening, tagging and releasing
butterflies, and greeting visitors. Bondsville has an
ambitious plan to clean up the creek and plant
gardens across the site and to create an
environmental education hub for the
community. On our visit we saw Downingtown HS
students gardening and a senior citizen clearing trails. Volunteers were running a Monarch butterfly
nursery and tagging the emerging butterflies. Families visiting enjoyed exploring the site and
participating in the butterfly release. They have bees, too, and are working with local beekeepers
so people can take home bees and start their own hives.
Bondsville Mill Park, the Chester
County History Center and the West
Chester Green Team are exploring
ways to work together to promote
learning about our local history. We
are also incorporating
environmental education from
gardening, to composting, to stream
clean up, to cooking Lenape Indian
foods. If you are interested in
working on this camp project for
next summer, please contact
Margaret. mhudgings@gmail.com.
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No permission, legislation, or experience
needed
to solve the biodiversity crisis.
All that's needed is YOU!
And everyone you know!
Message from co-founders Doug Tallamy and
Michelle Alfandari

There are 329.5 million people in the U.S. If each of us planted one keystone plant – WOW – we would
regenerate biodiversity.
It’s the number of us accepting the responsibility of caring for local ecosystems, not just the acreage cared for,
that will make a difference.
It’s the number of us taking actions, big and small, that will change our culture and create the most effective,
exciting, and important grassroots conservation movement ever!
78% of land in U.S. is privately held.
This means no waiting for permission or legislation to act!
By planting native and removing invasives we can dramatically increase the production of the life support services
ecosystems provide right on our properties.
What if the word spread to 1 million people, then 2 million, and so on to plant native? One person plants a
keystone plant in a container on their terrace while another transforms 2 acres of lawn to native meadow. One
person plants 3 square yards of pollinator garden, another 1,000 acres of oak savannah. One person decides to
protect rather than log the 5-acre woodlot at the rear of their property while another adds a pollinator strip to their
soybean field.
We would solve the biodiversity crisis!
No Experience needed
Immediate gratification
Anyone can do this – you do not need to be a gardener.
Enjoy your native plantings almost immediately. You will quickly notice birds, bees, butterflies and other wildlife
appearing - and this might include (drum beat) FIREFLIES! Many species of our icon, the firefly, are threatened by
extinction. You too, can light yourselves and others up (like fireflies do). It’s simple…plant native, remove
invasives, get ON THE HNP MAP and spread the word.
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Who Was Humphry Marshall and Why Are We
Celebrating Him This Year?
By Tom Walsh
Humphry, the eighth of nine children, was born on October 10, 1722, in Bradford Township, to
Abraham and Mary Marshall. Working on the family farm, Humphry received a rudimentary
education. As a young man, he was apprenticed as a stonemason who worked locally as well as in
New Jersey. On September 16, 1748, he married Sarah Pennock, daughter of Joseph Pennock of
West Marlborough.
While taking charge of Derbydown, his father’s farm, Humphry would improve his knowledge
through literary and scientific endeavors as well as develop a passion for collecting native plants.
The 1760s saw him enlarge his parents’ home and erect a grist mill as well as what was probably
the first conservatory in Chester County. He helped in the construction of the still standing stone
Bradford Meeting House in the present-day village of Marshallton. In 1773, he built a stone house
near the Bradford Meeting. He even projected an observatory from his new home. He continued to
collect plants and small animals which he would ship to Europe. With the aid of his nephew, Dr.
Moses Marshall, this trade with Europe would flourish and Humphry Marshall would develop his
own botanical garden (the second in Pennsylvania) patterned after that of his older cousin, John
Bartram, who developed Pennsylvania’s first botanical garden.
This period also saw him serve the county as an assessor (1757-62) and County Treasurer (176266). He was also a trustee for the General Loan Office for Chester County from 1773-94.
Humphry Marshall developed an interest in astronomy, meteorology, agriculture, and natural
science with the likes of Benjamin Franklin as well as Londoners Dr. John Fothergill and Sir Joseph
Banks of the Royal Society among others.
1785 saw Humphry elected as one of the early members of the Philadelphia
Society for Promoting Agriculture. The following year, his paper on the
feeding of cattle was read to the Society membership. Also in 1785, he
published Arbustum Americanum: The American Grove. “This was the first
botanical book produced in America written by a native-born American on
American plants” using the Linnean system. Arbustum Americanum was
dedicated to Benjamin Franklin and the members of the American
Philosophical Society. In 1786 Marshall was elected a member of the
Society.
He advocated to Ben Franklin and Thomas Jefferson the exploration of the
Western landscape of America 18 years before the Lewis and Clark
Expedition. In 1786, his wife Sarah died and in 1788 he married Margaret
Minshall. Neither marriage produced any offspring.
Even as age and vision problems took their toll, Humphry Marshall still
served his community. His nephew Moses continued to assist with the plant
business and garden. He served on the Philadelphia Yearly Meetings Committee of Suffering
(1788-97), the Committee of Indian Affairs (1794) and the Yearly’s Meeting establishment of the
Westtown School in 1799. Internal improvements (infrastructure) were also a part of his life. He was
interested in the building of bridges, improving roads (the Strasburg Road), and the establishment
of the Chester County Alms House.
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Marshall, con’t.
On November 5, 1801, Humphry Marshall died in his home in the village that honors his name
today. He was buried in the Bradford Meeting Cemetery next to his first wife. To some, Humphry
Marshall is considered Chester County’s version of Benjamin Franklin.
A portion from the Summary of Louise C. Belden’s 1958 thesis on Humphry Marshall may best
describe his life. She considered him “an intelligent farmer, solid Quaker, and member of the
international botanists who discovered, described, and exchanged plants between 1750 and 1800.”
This year we celebrate Humphry Marshall’s 300th birthday with a number of special events. Those
events remaining for the year are:
Oct. 8: Humphry Marshall Day, sponsored by the Friends of Martin’s Tavern in Marshallton and
West Bradford Township, on the grounds of Martin’s Tavern and the newly created Humphry
Marshall Park. Visit www.martinstavern.org for details.
Oct. 9: The Friends of Marshall Square Park (FMSP) will celebrate Humphry’s 300th birthday from
2:00 to 3:00 p.m. on the park grounds.
Horticultural Speaker Series
This Fall the Chester County History Center is presenting a Series of three talks in
a special Humphry Marshall Horticultural Heritage Speaker Program. The talks will be virtual Zoom
presentations. For times and more information, visit mycchc.org.
Sept. 14: Joel Fry, the longtime curator at Bartram’s Gardens will present “Horticultural
Cousins – Bartram and Marshall”
Sept. 28: Ron McColl, the special collections librarian at West Chester University, who
oversees the Darlington collection, will speak on “Dr. William Darlington – His Herbarium
and Memorials”
Oct. 14: Anthony Aeillo of Longwood Gardens will speak on “Humphry Marshall’s 19thcentury Horticultural Heritage”

Home of Humphry Marshall in Marshallton, PA. Please note that the house is
NOT open to the public. This is a private residence.
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